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Relationships of the Heart
Matthew 6:19-21

Jesus said: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust!”/ consume and where thieves break in and steal, ?° but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust” consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. *! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

I wonder, what do YOU HEAR in this passage?
Do you find yourself storing up treasures on earth?
Where IS your treasure? Where is your HEART?

When we think about giving,
we often think about budgets, and appeals for our money, right?
And all of us receive different appeals, all year long.

Do you know how non-profits usually raise money?

It’s a formula of CARE—THEN SHARE.

In other words, non-profits show us commercials or mailings
that pull on our heart-strings,

so that we CARE about the plight of the shelter animals,

or children around the world, or the planet.

And then, we SHARE by sending money.

Care, then Share.

But interestingly enough, this is NOT how Jesus approaches giving.
He says quite the OPPOSITE actually.

He says SHARE, then you CARE.

He says give your treasures, then your heart will follow.

An example of this in our daily lives 1s

when we ask kids or students to invest in something,

knowing that when they do, they will really care about it.

Like a car, or college.

We say: save your own money, give to it, and then you will really care about it,
as opposed to receiving it as a gift—which means you may not care.

If you are not personally invested, you may take it for granted.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23302h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23303i

Which brings us to God.

Could Jesus also be talking about GOD in this passage?

When we think about our good and gracious God,

we realize that God is the first, the best, and the ultimate giver of all that is good.

God literally created everything, and called it good!

God gives us everything—

even when we ‘think’ that we have earned something and it is ours—it’s NOT.
Everything we have, is a gift from God.

Could Jesus also be saying that God gives, and therefore God loves?
That God loves us because God gives to us?

Pastor Karl Travis has written a beautiful book
called God’s Gift of Generosity: Gratitude Beyond Stewardship,
and I read it last week on study leave.

It’s a book about how all of the Bible, all of life,

is a story of God’s giving and generosity---

and that generosity is the root of our own generosity and giving.
If we want to know HOW to give, WHY to give, WHEN to give,
We look no further than God.

In fact, Travis suggests that one of our most memorized and beloved Bible verses:
John 3:16—has perhaps the most important verb in it:

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.....

the key verb beyond ‘loved’ is GAVE.

GOD GAVE his son to us.

Now talk about a gift that keeps on giving---for all eternity.

God gave us Jesus.

In other words, God gave us---HIMSELF.

That’s what we call the Incarnation, God becoming flesh and blood for us,

to live and die like us, that we might live eternally with God.
Karl Travis, God’s Gift of Generosity: Gratitude Beyond Stewardship, WIK: Louisville, 2024, Pg. 10

Travis suggests that the entire BIBLE is about the generosity of God,
and our forgetting and remembering that generosity.
Think about that for a minute.



God gives us Creation, and we forget or ignore God’s request.

God gives freedom from slavery, and the people immediately want to go back,
God gives a promised land, and the people turn to idols, forgetting to worship God
alone...

and so on and so on.

God knows we forget,

So, much of the instruction to God’s people throughout scripture is:
‘Remember that I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt...Or,
Remember that I am the Lord your God,

or even at the Last Supper, do this in remembrance of me as Jesus is giving us his
own body and blood...

God gives. We forget.

God gives. We remember.

Travis says that when we REMEMBER God’s generosity—
we have trust and faithfulness,

but when we FORGET,

we fall into idolatry, isolation, arrogance and even exile.

The story of God is the story of Giving.

Giving is what GOD does.

Because giving is what LOVE does.

God’s generosity is the root of all our giving, generosity and stewardship—
because Generosity is about the heart.

Giving 1s all about relationships of the heart.

That’s what we’re talking about this fall—our HEARTS.

It’s why we asked what you love about our church?.

And, how has the love of church members has changed your life?
Because giving is about

PEOPLLE, it’s about LOVE, it’s about our HEARTS.

It has nothing to do with budgets, or dollars and cents.

Giving for Christians is a SPIRITUAL act of faith and trust.
We need to give way more than the church needs to receive!
And when we give, we do receive....

Ever been blessed by giving?



We give because God is the ultimate giver.
We give because God gives to us.
And giving puts our hearts in the right place.

Giving is our best response to knowing and loving God.
Because we are the recipients of so much generosity.

We have all been blessed by God, and by the gifts of others.
We see evidence of this—everywhere.

Consider this church.

Robert Schnase writes that ‘every sanctuary and chapel where we have worshiped,
every church organ that has lifted our spirits, every pew where we have sat, every
praise band that has touched our hearts, every church kitchen that has prepared

our meals....all are the fruit of someone's extravagant generosity’.
Robert Schnase, Practicing Extravagant Generosity: Daily Readings on the Grace of Giving. Pg. 41

I don’t know about you, but that is inspiring to me.
Giving is contagious—gifts beget gifts.

The Methodist church father John Wesley wisely said that we should
Do all the good you can,

by all the means you can,

in all the ways you can,

in all the places you can,

at all the times you can,

to all the people you can,

as long as you ever can....

How can WE do that?
How can we give, in the spirit of our giving God?

It's like the story of a church custodian who saw a homeless man and opened his
wallet to give him a few dollars. The pastor sees this generosity and asks the
custodian why he gave, and was he worried that money might be used for alcohol
or drugs? The custodian graciously said: I give them a little money and say, God
bless you, because I figure they are someone’s ... child, so I give them something.
What they do with the money—well, they have to answer to God about that.

I have to answer to God about what I do with mine.
Robert Schnase, Practicing Extravagant Generosity: Daily Readings on the Grace of Giving. Pg. 38

What do WE do with the gifts of God?



Did you ever see the movie Cold Mountain?

In it 1s the story of a fiddle player who was challenged by a dying girl
to not just play something in his limited repertoire,

but to make up a song for her.

When he does, he discovers that his gift of music is a sacred gift,

and he has the power to bring good to the world through his music.

It 1s a life-changing moment.
Michael Reeves and Jennifer Tyler, Extravagant Generosity: Small Group Leader Guide, Abingdon:
Nashville, 2011, pg. 24.

When has giving changed YOUR life?
Generosity sometimes happens through difficult life circumstances.

Travis writes in his book about a former church member named Raley.

Raley recounts that on the first day of her freshman year,

her mom was driving her and her younger brother Addison to school.

They were both wearing new clothes.

But Addison’s new shoes were not on his feet, but in their box, perched on his lap.

Their mom asked about it and Addison said that he had a friend with no money for
new shoes. So he asked, Mom, may I give him mine?
Of course, she said.

Years passed, and Addison’s life changed.

He started hanging with the wrong crowd, acting erratically, failing school.
He was diagnosed with shizoaffective disorder.

His life became a balancing act of medications and therapy,

but through it all, his family supported him.

He eventually fell in love, married, and had a daughter.

Raley was with her father the day they found Addison’s body.

He had died from an unintentional overdose of his medication.

Raley spiraled into depression over the loss of her baby brother.

But one day, an idea came to her, and she knew it was from God.

She remembered Addison’s generosity in 7" grade, giving his new shoes away.

So she started a project called Give SOLES—Serving Our Lord Every Step.
She took the idea to a boy’s home, and started a drive to buy them shoes.
Five years later, t

hey had raised over $100,000 to purchase shoes for homeless boys.



Raley said that for years her life was focused on unimportant things,
and she felt lost. She told Pastor Travis:
‘When I didn t feel God, the idea of being generous brought God back to me.

That is how God healed me.”
Karl Travis, God’s Gift of Generosity: Gratitude Beyond Stewardship, WIK: Louisville, 2024, Pg. 45-47.

Giving brings all of us closer to God.

Giving 1s a way that we love God—and love our neighbors.

This 1s why we heard the Shema today from Deuteronomy 6,

the beloved Jewish prayer about loving God

with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

The words that Jesus used when he added, and love your neighbor as yourself.

Generosity is our way of loving God.
And generosity encourages our gratitude.
It leads to thankfulness.

It’s fitting that as we approach Thanksgiving, we think about the gifts of God.
Travis says there are no atheists at a Thanksgiving table,
when people are asked to share blessings!

Because we ALL have blessings, no matter who we are or what our circumstance!
Karl Travis, God’s Gift of Generosity: Gratitude Beyond Stewardship, WIK: Louisville, 2024, Pg. 18.

One of our Thanksgiving hymns, Now Thank We All Our God,

was written by Martin Rinkart who survived the Great plague and 30 Year War.
He did 4,000 funerals in one year, including for his own wife.

And yet he wrote:

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices....

Who from our mothers arms has blessed us on our way,

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today...

Can you imagine giving thanks in HIS circumstance?

Ever read Corrie Ten Boom’s book, The Hiding Place?

It’s her account of hiding from the Nazi’s in WWII and

then surviving the concentration camps.

At one point Corrie’s older sister suggests that they give thanks to God

for the fleas infesting the straw on their beds in the concentration camp...
because those fleas meant that the German guards would avoid them,

and their absence meant they could openly pray and worship God!



Karl Travis, God’s Gift of Generosity: Gratitude Beyond Stewardship, WIK: Louisville, 2024, Pg. 19.
Can you imagine giving thanks for THAT?

It sounds cliché, but it’s true: Gratitude is good for us.

It’s good for our hearts, it’s good for our health.

Studies have shown that patients with the best outcomes

are those who are grateful.

Gratitude keeps us alive, it helps us thrive, it keeps us faithful.
And giving—is a way we express our deep gratitude to God.

I wonder, what is your most JOYFUL experience of giving?

Has God ever transformed you through giving?

How does your relationship with God affect your giving?

What does that mean for your giving now and in the coming year?

And how can we all GROW in our GIVING to God?

Friends, when we give, our hearts follow.
That’s the foundation of Christian stewardship.
Giving 1s all about our heart.

May we all think about how and why we give to God.
And for the opportunity to give, all God’s people can say, Amen!



