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Keep the Faith
Luke 9:51-62

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 3 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, 73 but they did not receive him
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >* When his disciples James and John
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them? "7 3 But he turned and rebuked them. > Then!” they
went on to another village.

Would-Be Followers of Jesus

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” %8 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” ¥ To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ° And
Jesus!! said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.” %! Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let
me first say farewell to those at my home.” % And Jesus said to him, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Did you lose power on July 19" in that crazy storm?

Most of Matawan did, including the church and manse.

Being without power for 18 hours was an experience—you don’t realize how much
you depend on it until you can’t charge your phone, or turn on the TV.

At one point I said, let’s turn on some news and find out about the storm...duh!

I think the hardest part was feeling a bit out of control,
That “out of control” feeling can come from losing power, or losing a loved one,
from a serious accident or illness, or any kind of major change.

Are you a control-freak?

I definitely want things in order and planned!

One of the beautiful things about the pilgrimage to Scotland is that 7 of 10 days are
totally unplugged on the Isle of Iona where there’s really not cell service,

no TVs, or computers.

What awesome therapy, right?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%209&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25348h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%209&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25350i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%209&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25354j

The truth is, we are NOT in control.

Control in life is just an ILLUSION.

And the only constant in life? Change.

Everything is always changing—you can count on that!
People change, churches change....

and we are asked to keep going, and keep following Jesus!
David Lose, Out of Control, June 24, 2013, workingpreacher.com

The Big Question is: ARE we following Jesus? Or asking him to follow US?
Does our faith make a difference in our lives?

Or do we try to fit Jesus into our already laid plans?
And isn’t that what THIS PASSAGE is all about?

Jesus starts by going through Samaria—

Which was highly unusual,

because Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along, their religious differences ran deep.
And in fact, the Samaritans in this story reject Jesus and his mission.

And then the disciples want to rain down God’s wrath on them for doing so!

Jesus says no way and keeps on going.

He’s got work to do.

Does this mean Jesus’ mission LEAVES OUT Samaritans or non-Jews?

Far from it.

It’s in Luke’s Gospel that we hear about the Good Samaritan,

And where ten lepers are healed, and the one who turns back to give thanks is a
Samaritan!

Luke emphasizes Gentiles, and outsiders, and those left out and left behind being
welcomed into the kingdom of God!

So no, this is not about excluding anyone.

What if it’s just about whether or not people will accept and follow Jesus’ mission?

Jesus has work to do.

But so do WE, his followers.

In fact, Jesus says that we should put our hand to the plow and keep going, in faith.
Don’t turn back.

Let the dead bury the dead.

But WHAT is Jesus talking about?
He’s not a great recruiter, is he? Who wants to live like this?



Well, what if Jesus is talking about letting go of our own control,
and placing our faith in Him?

What if Jesus is saying that we should keep the faith,

and prioritize the kingdom of God?

Look at the CONTRASTS in this passage.

The kingdom of God is about life, not death.

What if Jesus is NOT saying abandon your grief,

but rather his path is about life, not death.

What if Jesus is NOT saying that we have to leave everyone without saying
goodbye, but rather, the kingdom of God is about leaving behind all of our fears,
and finitude. We don’t need to say goodbye in the kingdom.

What if Jesus is NOT saying that we’re unfit by looking back,

but rather that we don’t need to look back if we’re following him,

because we are following the path of life, abundance and the gifts of the Spirit.
G. Cole Gruberth, July 1, 2007, Sermons That Work, episcopalchurch.org

And did you hear how this story is OPEN-ENDED?

Unlike the rich young ruler in Luke 18, who walks away from following Jesus
because he cannot part with his possessions,

We don’t know how the people in this story responded.

What if it’s open-ended for a reason?

What if we are supposed to see and hear OURSELVES in this story,

and wonder what WE WILL SAY AND DO in response to Jesus’ call

on OUR lives?

Will we accept his invitation to follow him (and not vice versa?)

It’s so easy for us to say yes, we’ll follow Jesus.

But will we? Really?

We have so many competing allegiances—our families, politics, stuff, even our
church, so will we prioritize our faith in Jesus first and foremost?

And as part of that--will we continue the ministry that Jesus began?

Think about Jesus’s ministry and calling—what does it entail?

Well, will we share the Good News with people around us?

Will we meet the needs of the poor?

Will we welcome the outcast or marginalized?

Will we break down barriers that divide people---along any lines?

Will we seek peace and unity in our church, our community, and our world?



There are some horrible things happening in our nation,

contrary to Jesus’ mission and the kingdom of God that he preached.
Innocent, law-abiding people are being snatched and swept up

in something that was supposed to be targeting criminals.

People are not receiving fairness, justice, or due process.

People cannot count on the provisions we once took for granted in our laws.

What will DO, as followers of Jesus?

Will we speak up, stand up, write and call our legislators?

And how will we show that the church has different priorities than our society?
Will we extend the hospitality of Christ in this church?

What about in our community---

when will we welcome friends in Matawan again to our lawn, or into our building?

How can we show and share the LOVE of Christ?
The mercy of Jesus?
Do you remember what Micah 6:8 says about our mission in life:
He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

How are we doing justice? Loving kindness? And walking in humility?

Do you remember how Jesus summed up the law and prophets in Matthew 22?
He said the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself.

How are we showing THAT love—to God and our neighbors,
ALL of our neighbors?

You know, we invest a lot of time, energy and money trying to be ‘in control’.
We want control in a world that changes, every minute of every day!

And many Christians say that we should give control of our lives to God.
Which makes sense—God is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.



But, giving control to God is not the same

as us maintaining control through God.

Sometimes, when people say that we should let God be in control,
They mean that God will keep us from the chaos in life.

But that’s not the case.

God IS in control of the world. God is sovereign.

But God does not promise to spare us from the chaos of life, this side of heaven.
God promises to WALK WITH US through it.

Just like in Isaiah 43, when the Lord says that He will be with us

THROUGH the waters and fires of life.

And in Romans 8, Paul says that we are conquerors,

and nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

In other words, life is a mess on this side of heaven,

even for those who follow Jesus—perhaps more so at times!
Because we have work to do.

And life 1s chaotic, and things are always changing.

But—we are NEVER ALONE.

God is with us through all of the change and chaos,

God is holding our hand, walking beside us, carrying us as needed.

And the world is changing for the worse,

for so many of our brothers and sisters—here and across the globe.
How will we be the hands and feet of Christ for them?

Walking with them?

Holding their hands?

Lifting them up as needed?

It’s not an easy calling to follow Jesus.

It’s always been a challenge.

There were times when people turned away from following him because it
demanded too much.

In John 6, after Jesus spoke about his own body and blood,

many people turned away.

And of course, Judas left the Last Supper and went to betray him—even though he
had followed Jesus for three years!



It’s simple to say that we will follow Him,

But in reality, it means that we have to surrender many of our own ideas,
priorities, and allegiances, in order to put Him first.

And to keep our faith in Him.

We need to put our hand to the plow, and not look back.

We need to commit to the kingdom of God, and the way of Jesus.

Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel today:
We have a choice to make.

May God help us to make the right choice.

May we give up the illusion of control, keep the faith,
and follow Jesus, today and every day.

And for the gift of having someone like Him to follow,
all God’s people can say together, Amen.



